MEMORIAL 
GP 
COLONEL MULLER, 


Concerning the Swiſs Regiment he had Directions to 
raiſe for the Service of Great Britain in 1781. 


Addreſſed to PARLIAMENT. 


Sic Vos non Vobis, &c. | 4 


Tn juſtice I am bound to do to a number of unfortu- 
nate officers who have loſt every thing for enliſting under 
my banner; the ſufferings of a dear family brought up in 
the boſom of affluence, and now reduced to extreme pe- 
nury; the regard I have for my own honour, oblige me to 

la 3 the repreſentatives of the people all the tranſ- 
e. that attended the raiſing of the Swiſs regiment in 

1781, for the ſervice of Great Britain: The ſincere friend= 
ſhip we always entertained for that nation, induced us, in 
I 2225 at one of our friendly meetings of the Cantons, to 
offer Great Britain a regiment, ſeeing it was at that time 

attacked by ſo many powerful enemies. | 


My countrymen, who had high notions of my abilities 
as a commander, and of my principles as a man, choſe me 
for their Colonel, and 7 the whole management of 
the affair to my cate, - © : 


Nothing 


* 


C SJ 


Nothing but the love of arms, and the zeal I had to 
aſſiſt a noble country ſtruggling againſt a world of enemies, 
could have est me to ſuch an undertaking; and I 
ſhould not now have any reaſon to repent, had I had to 
deal with juſt and honeſt men, Commanding then two re- 


giments at home, and poſſeſſed of fortune and emoluments 


to the amount of five hundred pounds a year, I might have 
lived happy in the midſt of my friends and family : how- 
ore] fate would have it otherwife ; my inclination pre- 
valled. | | 


I wrote a letter to Lord George Germain, and offered 
to raiſe a regiment of 1200 men, grenadiers, chaſſeurs, or 
dragoons, on condition that I ſhould be named Colonel, and haus 
the appointment of my own officers, | 


In the year 1981, J. F. Erfkine, a Scotch: gentleman, 
being in Switzerland, came to ſee me at my eſtate in 
the Canton of Berne. As I always had a great regard 
for the inhabitants of the Britiſh iſles, I gave him a hearty 


welcome, and even lent him a horſe which he promiſed to 


return before he left the country. A few months after, I 
received a letter from him in Bale, the place of his reſi- 
dence, that a lawſuit obliged him to go to London; and a 
little after another from London, dated January the 4th, 
1781, mentioning that he had exchanged my horſe for a 


carriage to make his journey; but that in order to make 


me amends, he would renew the offers of ſervice I had 


tendered to Lord George Germain. 


Though this laſt tranſaction did not leave ſuch a favour- 


able opinion as J had at firſt conceived of him, yet the en- 


thuſiaſm that promted me to the ſervice, made me accept 
of his propoſition; and I ſent him my propoſals in writ- 
ing, which were pretty near the ſame r had ſent before. 
The day he received them I was favoured with an anſwer, 
| informing me that © Lord George Germain being ſtill in 

& the country, he had applied to Lord Amherſt, Com- 
* mander in Chief; that he had likewiſe __ my pro- 


« poſals in a proper form, with my dutiful reſpects to his 


« Majeſty, without 'mentioning my name; having faid 
« only that J was a gentleman of the beſt families of 
Berne; that however he had appriſed Lord Amherſt, in 


7 confidence, of my name and qualifications; that his 


Lordſhip's anſwer was, that ſo good and rational a plan 
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< muſt he laid before the King's Privy Council. Mr. Er- 
« ſkine adds, now my dear, Gr, your affair is before our 
* good and gracious King g | 


On the 16th of January, 1781, he wrote thus: © your 
% propoſals have been accepted with eagerneſs, though an 
«© almoſt poſitive refufal had been given in writing; but 
c their .Lordſhips explained to me, by word! of mouth, 
4 where the difficulty laid: J mean the noblemen to whom 


* you applied, before I had the honour of knowing you. 


On the 25th of the ſame month : ” Being informed by 


Lord George Germain that your propoſals have been un- 


* animouſly accepted by the King's Council, I am com- 
% manded, to; let you know that fourteen perſons of high 
rank in Europe have made like propoſals, but that yours 


. alone will be accepted,” 


March the iſt, 1781, he fays, © I think the affair 
« ſettled; we are obliged to Lord Geo. Germain for it,” 
1 ver 1s wife” 3 ti: , 
The. gotk of the ſame month : © I had been aſſured that 
« the Council had agreed to your propoſals ; but Lord Ame 


« herſt tells me he knows nothing of it.” 


| April the 23th, ſame year, he tells me, © That Lord 
% Amherſt, as Commander in Chief of all the land forces, 


had directed him to acquaint me that the whole had been 


« accepted, therefore to be ready to fulfil my engage- 
m ůT rt 26 045 ae a 


At laſt, on the 25th of the ſame month, he writes 
thus: I have the pleaſure of informing you, that I have 
« juſt- ſettled and ſigned the whole in a manner that, I 
6 believe, will ſatisfy you.“ | | 


I then aſked leave of the Regency to enter into the 
Engliſh fervice, and to keep, at the ſame time, the com- 
mand of the troops that were under me; and likewiſe my 
places in the Republic. I received a very favourable and 
moſt gracious anſwer, granting me both, FR 


Mr. Erſkine came in the month of June, ſame year, t& 


. 


my houſe at Amſoldinguen, where I welcomed him as one 


of my beſt friends. He ſhewed me a paper in Engliſn, 
| | which 


( 4 ] 
which I did not underſtand ; but thought to be my com- 
miſſion from the —_ of Great Britain ; which, however, 
he did not give me, ſaying, that I had no occaſion to be 
uneaſy till my arrival in England. He ſaid, beſides, that 
my regiment being deſtined for the Eaſt Indies, in caſe I 
Thould diſlike that ſervice, he would give me a handſome 
price for it. To that I made anſwer, that I wag not diſ- 
oſed to ſell it. He then added, that he had a bill to a 
arge amount, that he would pay the raiſing of men, and 
Has ordered fo to do. Upon this I made my tour through 
Switzerland ; began to appoint my officers; and they, to 
raiſe men in their different parts of the country, after they 
Had obtained leave fo to do. In the Canton of Berne, 
However, I was forbidden to raiſe any, and they obliged 
me to take an oath to that effect. The months of June 
and July were ſo ſpent, I, now and then, preſenting my 
officers to Mr. Erſkine, who was ſatisfied with the whole 
of my tranſactions. Having been ſome time abſent, I re- 
ceived a letter from a firſt couſin of mine, the Baroneſs of 
Wildeg, who informed me that Mr. Erſkine had hinted in 
company at Berne, that he himſelf was Colonel of that 
regiment. I ſhewed that letter to him, but he gave me 
his word and honour that there was no ſuch thing. In 
ſpite of the reaſons. I had to ſuſpect his duplicity, I ſtill 
placed my confidence in him with that openneſs which is 
natural to a ſoldier. I learnt ſome time after that Erfkine 
was attempting to raiſe men in the Canton of Berne: I 
fent him an expreſs to deſire him not to do any ſuch thing, 
as by ſuch a conduct he expoſed me greatly. He pro- 
miſed to comply; but one evening, when J leaſt ſuſpected 
it, he came to let me know. that ſeveral of his recruiting 
parties had been ſent to priſon at Berne. I immediately 
Favoured his eſcape; and a few days after was put under an 
arreſt by the Regency's order, and accuſed of having been 
concerned in that affair. I ſtaid five months in confine- 
ment without being able to communicate with my officers, 
our letters being intercepted, and of courſe a ſtop was put 
during that time to the levies, as my officers knew nobody 
elſe, and would not ſerve under any body but me. Er- 
Kine had eſcaped to Rhinau, where he tried to raiſe men, 
but he could only pick up a few had ſoldiers. The firſt 
Opportunity I had in my confinement, I wrote to Lord 
N Germain and the Hon. William Norton, the then 
bakn Envoy in Switzerland, acquainting them with what 
had happened, and begged of them to aſi} me, as I was 


inno- 


a. 
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innocently oppreſſed. I likewiſe wrote to my falſe friend, 
Mr. Erſkine, and aſked for the commiſſion he had pro- 
miſed to obtain for me from his Majeſty, He anſwered 
from London, and, for the firſt time, took off the 
maſk, ſaying, in a very arrogant manner, I do not un- 
* dexſtand what you mean; you know that by my com- 
< miffion or capitulation, I had a right to name all the 
c officers; and that if the levies were made in Germany 
& or any where elſe, my nomination had the force of a 
ce brevet or commiſhon, if I underſtand the word right. 
% Have you loſt the nomination I gave you? in that caſe 
I may ſend you a duplicate of it; but as to the com- 
4 “miſſion itſelf, it depended upon the ſucceſs of the levies.” 
Lou may judge of my ſurpriſe, and what was my anſwer. 


| I was under an arreft at home, on ſuſpicion of having 
broken my oath ; and betrayed and deluded by the very 
man who had been the cauſe of my difficulties. My officers 
hearing of the place where I was, came from all parts, and 
had leave to viſit me. What did I not feel then! What 
was my grief! — I had enticed ſome gentlemen from diffe- 
rent ſervices, viz. Pruffia, Spain, France, Piedmont, and 
Holſtein. They all came up to me for ſubſiſtence, and 
the expence they had incurred in raiſing men. I gave them 
all I had, and ruined my own family to fatisfy them. 
Others applied to the Hon. William Norton, and laid their 
Fare before him. On the $th of December, 1781, I 
was ordered to Berne to ſtand my trial. In my way thither 
I was informed by ſome intimate friends, that France hav- 
ing demanded ſatisfaction for my attempting to raiſe a re- 
giment for the ſervice of her enemies, I ſhould be confined 
as long as the war ſhould laſt between Great Britain and 
that monarchy, in the fortreſs of Arbourg. 5 


This news made me leave the country; and in this alone 
T have been wanting in my duty to the Regency. I flew 
into the Emperor's dominions, and that great Prince grant- 
ed me his protection. From Rheinfelden, in deſpair, I 
wrote, January the 28th, 1782, to his Royal Highneſs the 
Prince of Wales, who is much eſteemed among us on ac- 
count of his partiality to the Military. Whether the let- 
ter reached his Highneſs or not I know not, as I never had 
any anſwer. I wrote to the Regency for a paſſport ; bur, 
inſtead of complying with my requeſt, I received for an 

anſwer, that I was condemned to an exile of ten years; — 


15 1 
be deprived of all my places in the country; and to pay 2 
fine of 42 fl. ſterling. They took poſſeſſion of my eſtate, 
which was fold for two-thirds of its real value; my help- 
leſs wife and children were turned out in the ſtreet ; and I, 
overwhelmed with the clamoyrs of the officers, whom my 
C 


misfortunes had left in the greateſt diſtreſs, for whom I felt 


more than for myſelf. I took ſome to my houſe at Rhein- 


felden, and ſhared my laſt farthing with, them, which 1 


v wy 


have no doubt they will, teſtify. 


Erſkine ſent me the paltry. ſum of 341. and made great 


promiſes if I would be quiet. I waited, till, January, 1783, 


and not hearing from him, I took the reſolution of coming 


myſelf to London, There I found that our affair with the 
Eaſt-India Company was in arbitration. The Hon. Wil- 
liam Norton reconciled me. with Erſkine; and this, pro- 


miſed, that if I would make no noiſe, and not wear the req 


ceive, having laid his damages at 49,0001, on the Com- 
PA. account: this the Hon, William Norton will teſtify. 

. till the month of May; but the- deat» 
neſs of proviſions obliged me to return on the frontiers of 
Switzerland. I learnt in the month of June, that the arbi: 
trators had allowed a certain ſum; but that Mr. Erſkins 
having ſtill cheated me, I ſhould have nothing,, Im the 
month of July the newſpapers revived us, hy mentioning 
that there had been a motion mage in Parliament to, thi 
effect, viz. To beg of His Majeſty. to take into his Roy 
confideration the caſe of the ſeveral, officers. of; the Swiſs 
regiment, wha, had loſt, their, all, More joyful. tidings 
could not be brought to..us. I did myſelf the honour to 
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write to ſeveral of the Miniſters. of State, praying not ta 
be forgotten this time. My officęrs came up to me, e 
that this was a proper opportunity, and which they ha 

long expected, to obtain redreſs from a magnaaimous and 
generous nation they had endeavoured to ſerve. L adviſed 
them to have a petition properly drawn up, to ſend it to 
His Majeſty's Miniſters. I undertook the journey with, 
them, and preſented to His Majeſty a ſtatement of our 


2 I aſk of a juſt and impartial nation, whethen 


am not to be conſidered as the Colonel of that corps, and 


whether I have a right to be placed in the liſt of thoſe who 


are to be indemni 


ed! Yet, aſtoniſhing, to relate, Mr. 


Erſkine did not put me in the lift, nor all my. officers ; but: 
only a few that I acknowledge as ſuch, the others being 
ö | men 


Par 
— 


( 
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and nevertheleſs 


| LEE: 

men that I have not the leaſt acquaintance with. I beg 
that the ' Houſe. will conſider: that I had applied to Lord 
George Getmain before I knew Mr, Erſkine : that in all 
thoſe tranſactions he acted in my name; that afterwards he 
brought me His Majeſty's orders in Switzerland, which the 
Engliſh Charge d'Aﬀaires confirmed; that he never men- 

tioned in Switzerland that the regiment was afked in his 


name, but on the —_— denied it. When I had received 


a hint of it, that the paſſports he gave under his hand and 
ſeal were thus written: — © Let ſuch and ſuch perſons pals, 
they belonging to the Swifs regiment of Colonel Muller, 
« in the Englith ſervice.” — He knows as well as the then 
Miniſtry, that a regiment was offered me in Holland at that. 
time. He knows that J loſt all my fortune, and have been 
condemned to pay a heavy fine, beſides to ſuffer a long exile; 

Mr. Erſkine has not put me in the liſt of 
officers, Let Mr. Erſkine's liſt be examined, and it will be 
found that ſome of the perſons mentioned in it had been 
dead three years before; that ſome people were twice put 
in, by leaving out their Chriſtian name; that there were 
children {till fucking; and even ſome who had never any 


pretention to the title of officer. 


Mine is very different — In it nobody is mentioned but 
thoſe brave and generous officers who had formed with me 
the deſign of aſſiſting the Engliſh nation at the time it was 
aſſailed by ſo many enemies. They all have put their 
names to the letter of attorney entruſted to their delegates 
now in London: they are of eight different Cantons, and 
atteſted under the ſeal of their Sovereign. 


There is ſomething in all this affair in which I am afraid 
Mr. Erſkine has acted a double and moſt ſhameful part: 
nay, I am certain of it, ſince he maintained, before my ar- 
rival in London this laſt time, to the Hon. William Nor- 
ton, that he had fully ſatisfied me, and that I was very well 
pleaſed with the liſt he had given; whereas I had never ſeen 
his liſt, nor ever heard a word of it. 


After ſo notorious a falſehood, which the Hon. William 
Norton is, I hope, ready to atteſt, I aſk if any thing advanced 
by Mr. Erſkine may be credited? In the motion made ſome 


time ago by an honourable member of this Houſe, relief 
or 


was aſked thoſe unfortunate Swiſs officers who had loſt 
their eſtates, houſes, and fortunes in endeavouring to ſerve 


the 


ts: } 


the Britith nation; fure ſuch a motion could not be meant 


for Mr. Erſkine, fince he had nothing to loſe. For my part, 
I can give proofs that I loſt an eſtate, and other emolu- 
ments, to the amount of 500l. a year. Y | 


1 have ſerved my country during eighteen years with diſ- 


tinction — I appeal to my Canton — Nothing diſadvanta- 
geous to my © 

gorouſly puniſhed, it is true; but it was owing to Erſkine's 
indiſcretion by raiſing men in a Canton where I had ſo- 
lemnly promiſed not to do it; and beſides, giving paſſports 
to his men as recruits belonging to the regiment of Colonel 


Muller. The Court of France complained; and it was 


neceflary to give her ſatisfaction. 


1 hope that the honourable Houſe will take this Memorial 
into its ſerious conſideration, and reflect, that in all this I 
acted under the ſanction of the Engliſh Charge d' Affaires at 
Berne, and by the orders of His Majeſty's Miniſters. | 


If Mr Erſkine has been daring enough to make an ill uſe 
of the moſt ſacred names, he certainly deſerves the moſt 
{>yere puniſhment. The honour of the nation is concern- 
ed; and the zeal ſhewn. by my countrymen to give aſſiſ- 
| tance in time of need, ought not to be repaid with ingra- 


titude. 47 4 beg of this honourable Houſe, that I may be 


reimburſed of my expences, and my officers indemnified. 
J aſk nothing for all my trouble; I aſk no compenſa- 
tion for the cruel ſeparation I have been obliged to ſuffer 
from a tender wife and family: ſince three years an exile, 
J will remain ſatisfied, if this honourable Houſe would pro- 
cure us the means of returning peaceably into our country, 


by entreating His Majeſty to direct his Ambaſſador at the 


Court of France to ſpeak in our favour. 


THE END. 


putation had ever appeared. I have been ri- 


